OFFICIAL    AND    COURT    LIFE
that his participation in active combat would help.
The crudity of violence did not appeal to him. His
religious nature made him believe that the right
would prevail whatever combats might occur; his
sense of proportion showed him the value of the
things of the mind as compared with physical com-
petitions, and his ardent interest in historic and
archaeological associations and natural beauty dis-
posed him to prefer devoting every opportunity
possible to their pursuit while others were occupied
in destroying the very things he valued.
That his was not an heroic nature may quite well be
argued. But this was not to his discredit. Too often
the heroic nature denotes nothing more than a
sanguine temperament, which is unable to detect any
significance in spiritual considerations, but only
capable of grasping the "for or against35 of physical
force, and is eager for the personal glory which a
display of physical courage can always bring,
Evelyn knew his own disposition, his limitations and
his inclinations and he was incapable of pretence,
As a young man, he had neither special enthusiasm
for the royalist cause nor inclination for a soldier's
life. His death on the battlefield might have counted
to his credit, but his long life of service and usefulness
was a far more valuable asset both to his country and
his fellows. He did not witness the execution of
Charles I. He cckept the day of martyrdom a fast,
and would not be present at the execrable wicked-
ness/3 His brother George and Dr. Owen, an in*
dependent who was Dean of Christchurch, came and
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